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TOPAZ Technologies  
Electronic System for the Submission, Review and Management  

of Animal and Human Subject Research Protocols 

The Office of Research (OR)-Department of 
Research Enhancement and Compliance 
Services (DRECS) implemented the TOPAZ 
Technologies electronic system for the 
submission, review and management of 
protocols for the Committee for the Protection 
of Human Subjects (CPHS) and the 
Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee 
(IACUC) in February of 2009.  Therefore, all 
faculty, staff and students who are currently or 
are planning to use animals or human subjects 
in research must log on to submit their 
applications to the committees. Since the 
implementation, DRECS administrators have 
experienced heightened confidence levels in 
the respective research compliance programs. 
The department has also been able to initiate 
the reduction of negative factors affecting 
research compliance at TSU with the 
acquisition of the electronic tool.   

The acquisition transpired in 3 phases.  The 
Phase 1 visit from TOPAZ to TSU involved 
interviewing the subject matter experts, The 
Office of Information Technology, committee 
members and the DRECS Administration for 
each of the applications to discuss the areas 
and processes in need of improvement.  
TOPAZ then made recommendations for 
improved processes that would ensure 
compliance, reduce redundancies, improve 
data accuracy and staff efficiency by 
automating as many processes as possible.  

Phase 2 (Implementation), involved 
recommendations, adjustments to system 
configuration and internal processes, populating 
the data bases with master lists, email triggers, 
e-signatures and application forms.  The Phase 
3 training component of implementation was 
extremely informative.  So much so that when 
the TOPAZ representative left, TSU 
administrators and research community who 
had attended the training felt confident that they 
could navigate through the system with ease.   

The DRECS has found that the TOPAZ 
applications allow for IACUC and CPHS Agenda 
and Meeting Minute preparations and a 
Veterinary Management System for the animal 
health records and more precise animal 
acquisition.  An excellent feature of TOPAZ is 
that it aids in cost accounting and analyses to 
project future per diem rates to support TSUôs 
institutional animal care and use program.    
DRECS Administrators are confident that the 
overall goals to increase efficiency, and efficacy 
of compliance programs and ensure compliance 
adherence by the TSU research community will 
be achieved with the maximum use of TOPAZ 
applications.  For inquiries regarding the use of 
the TOPAZ system and/or to obtain a password 
for electronic protocol submission, investigators 
should email their requests with their full name 
including the middle initial, contact phone 
number and email address to 
Larkins_ts@tsu.edu. 

mailto:Larkins_ts@tsu.edu


Spot l igh t  on  a P I  Spot l igh t  on  a P I  Spot l igh t  on  a P I  ---       Dr.  Dr.  Dr.  Kas tu r i  Ranganna  Kastu r i  Ranganna  Kastu r i  Ranganna     
Dr. Kasturi Ranganna, College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences Researcher 
and the director of Molecular Biology and Tissue Engineering core facility 
supported by NIH/NCRR/RCMI Program, presented a poster presentation entitled 
ñEpigenetic Regulation and Chromatin Remodeling in Butyrate Arrested 
Vascular Smooth Muscle Cell (VSMC) Proliferationò at the XV International 

Symposium on Atherosclerosis  held between June 14-18, 2009 in Boston, MA. 
Additionally, this symposium provided an opportunity for Dr. Ranganna to learn 
both the scientific and the therapeutic advances in the area of atherosclerosis, a 
major contributor to heart attack and stroke, through the presentations of leading 
scientists and clinicians including Michel Brown and Robert Goldstein (Noble 
laureates), A. Gotto, EJ.  Schaefer, P. Libby and G. Assmann.  
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FUNDING AGENCY TITLE TSU DEPARTMENT 
 TYPE OF 
PROJECT  

AWARD 
FUNDING  

PIõS  NAME 

Texas A&M University-
Texarkana 

The State of Texas Special Education 
Recruitment and Retention Grant Agreement 

(Additional Funding) 

Curriculum and 
Instruction/ 

Scholarship  
                  

$7,925  
Nina Saha 

University of Texas M. D. 
Anderson Cancer Center 

Texas Southern University and the Graduate 
School of Biomedical Sciences Collaborative 

Undergraduate Collaborative Summer 
Training Program in Prostate Cancer 

Biology Research  
                

$22,050  
Shishir Shishodia 

Texas Department of 
Transportation  

TxDOT Research Technical Assistance 
Panels 

Transportation 
Studies 

Research  
                

$20,000  
Lei Yu 

U. S. Department of Health 
and Human Services Health 

Resources  
Scholarships for Disadvantaged Students 

Pharmacy and 
Health Sciences 

Scholarship  
              

$703,787  
Barbara Hayes 

Total       $753,762   

Proposa l s  S ubmi t ted  fo r  Ju l yProposa l s  S ubmi t ted  fo r  Ju l yProposa l s  S ubmi t ted  fo r  Ju l y    200920092009   

FUNDING AGENCY TITLE 
TSU 

DEPARTMENT  
 AMOUNT PIõS  NAME 

National Renewable Energy 
Laboratory 

Strengthening the Solar Energy and Photovoltaic's 
Education Program at Texas Southern University 

Engineering 
Technologies 

                        
$92,131 

David Olowokere 

National Science Foundation 
Upregulation of GPX4 in Vascular Smooth Muscle Cells 
by Butyrate, a Histone Deacetylase (HDAC) inhibitor: 

Characterization of Transcriptional Regulation 

Pharmaceutical 
Sciences 

                      
$479,202 

Kasturi Ranganna 

U. S. Small Business Association/ 
 U. S. Department of Commerce 

Program for Investment in Microentrepreneurs Act 
(PRIME) 

Marketing/
Business 

                      
$456,100 

C.B. Clairborne 

National Library of Medicine Knowledge of Health Health Sciences 
                          

$5,000 
Zivar Yousefipour 

Houston-Galveston Area Council 
Area Agency on Aging 

Participant Assessment Services 
Caregiver Information Services 

Medication Management Services 

Center on the 
Family/Student 

Services 

$18,720 
$81,731 
$45,757 

Nan Delafosse 

U. S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development 

Neighborhood Stabilization through Homeownership 
Assistance, Community and Economic Development in 

Underserved Communities 

Economic 
Development 

Center/Business 

                      
$800,000 

Ella Nunn 

National Science Foundation 
A Multi-resolution approach to the ab initio Simulation 

of Metallic Nano-systems 
Physics/Science  
and Technology 

                      
$370,031  

C.J. Tymczak 

National Science Foundation 
Open Cyberinfrastructure for Online Labs: The iLab 

Consortium 
Engineering 
Technologies 

$224,999 Xuemin Chen 

Total    $2,573,671  



Grant Closeout Process for Federally Sponsored Awards  

It has recently come to attention of the Department of Research 

Financial Services that not all of the required steps necessary to 

effectively closeout a grant or cooperative agreement are consistently 

followed.  Although the closeout process varies depending on the 

federal agency from which funding has been awarded, the Office of 

Management and Budget (OMB) Circular A-110 has established 

guidelines that are generally applicable.  Closeout requirements typically 

include the submission of the following reports within 90 days after the 

end of the funding period: 

Final Financial Status Report 

Final Performance Report 

Invention Report 

Property  and/or Equipment Report 

Prior to initiating the closeout process, please refer to the Notice of 

Grant Award (NOGA) for your specific funding agency for guidance in 

effectively closing out your sponsored award.  If additional clarification is 

required, please contact the Department of Research Financial Services 

for assistance. 

Texas Southern University (TSU) Research Faculty, staff and students 

are invited to submit entries whereby they highlight their current 

meritorious accomplishments in research.  All who are interested should 

forward their entries to Larkins_ts@tsu.edu  on or before the 15th of 

each month for consideration for the proceeding monthôs issue.   

Researchers should note that there may be more meritorious entry 

submissions than publishing space.  In the event that this occurs, all 

entries will be saved and considered for future publications.  Individuals 

whose entries are chosen will be notified prior to the respective issue 

release.   The entries should be 150 words or less, require minimal 

editing and accompanied by an electronic photo.  Contact The Office of 

Research with inquiries about the publication at 713-313-4245. 

How Do I Submit an Article for Entry in ñThe Researcherò? 

mailto:Larkins_ts@tsu.edu

