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Mother, Daughters Flee Boko Haram, 

Graduate from TSU 
Rabi Midala, 41, a Business major; 

Magdalene Midala, 24, a Biology major; and 

Sidamari Midala, 22, a Biology major will 

have a special story to tell December 12, after 

they walk across the stage in Texas Southern 

University’s H&PE Arena having earned their 

bachelor’s degree together. The story will not 

only be that a mother is graduating college 

along-side her two daughters, but the story will 

be in the six-year journey that brought the three 

ladies from escaping the violence and female 

suppression of the Boko Haram terrorist 

insurgency in Adamawa State, Nigeria to the 

unregulated freedom of America and the 

empowerment of a  

                                See Western on page 2 

Western education.    

“I feel highly privileged to be 

here in America with my kids,” says 

Rabi. “This is unimaginable. Where I 

come from women are relegated to 

the background and not allowed to 

obtain an education. So for me to be 

able to stand on my own today and 

earn my degree from TSU with my 

daughters is beyond belief. I am just 

so privileged and thankful to God 

and I want people to rejoice with 

me.” 

While adjusting to American life was made easier because they had family here who 

helped guide them in what to do and what not to do, adjusting to a Western form of education 

was a bit more challenging – specifically for Rabi. Magdalene and Sidmari attended Westfield 

High School which made their acclimation to American education much easier, but Rabi 

painstakingly took developmental courses at Lone Star College to help her catch up to where 

she needed to be academically. 

Once caught up and after graduating high school, the trio looked to continue their 

education, Rabi at University of Houston – Downtown and Magdalene and Sidmari at 

University of Texas – San Antonio. However, it would be there brother/uncles, Umaru 

Yarima and Dahiru Yarima (graduates of TSU and the Thurgood Marshall School of Law, 

respectively) who would open their eyes to the wonderful opportunities that abounded at Texas 

Southern University. 

“The goal was to come to America to go to school,” says Rabi. “I was told by my brother 

that if you go to TSU and you work hard you will be recognized for your hard work and shine. 

That is what has meant the most to me. My professors and advisors in the School of Business 

has helped me tremendously along the way and have made me feel at home always.” 

All three were on the honor roll for two consecutive semesters between Fall 2013-2014 and 

was honored during the 2014 Honors Day Convocation ceremony. Rabi posted a 3.75 GPA; 

Magdalene, a 3.8 GPA; and Sidmari, a perfect 4.0 GPA for 2013 and 2014.  

On the fact that the family will all graduate together, Magdalene noted that “We were all 

surprised when we found out that we would be graduating together. It was not something that 

we planned. It is amazing to stop for a moment to see how far we have come in six short years. 

TSU is a tremendous school and I am glad that everyone in my family will have degrees from 

Texas Southern University.” 

The daughters plan to continue their education. Sidmari has already been accepted at The 

University of Texas Medical Branch and Magdalene will continue at Texas Southern and 

enroll in the Masters of Pharmacy progrom. Rabi is eager to join the workforce in corporate 

America. They became US citizens in 2015.   

 

TSU Winter Commencement December 

12, Kirk Whalum to Serve as Speaker 

and Receive Honorary Doctorate 
 

Texas Southern University will hold its winter 

commencement ceremony at 9:30 a.m., Saturday, Dec. 

12 in the H&PE Arena. Kirk Whalum, a GRAMMY® 

Award winning saxophonist and one of the university’s 

most outstanding graduates, will receive the The 

Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters, the university’s 

highest honor, and serve as Commencement Speaker. 

Annual “Gospel According to Jazz 

Concert” Returns to TSU’s Sawyer 

Auditorium December 11 
 

GRAMMY® Award winning saxophonist Kirk 

Whalum will return to his alma mater December 11, for 

his “A Gospel According to Jazz” concert. The annual 

concert will be held in the Sawyer Auditorium beginning 

at 7:30 p.m. 

Sharing the stage again with Whalum will be fellow 

jazz saxophonist and multi-instrumentalist Gerald 

Albright and singer, songwriter, producer, musician 

Shelea. Joining them this year will be GRAMMY® 

Award winner Norman Brown. Brown, a guitarist, 

composer and singer brings tidbits of classic R&B and 

contemporary jazz. 

TSU faculty and staff are entitled to one free $55 

mezzanine ticket by registering at EVENTBRITE. 

Additional tickets can be purchased at 

KIRKWHALUM2015. Ticket options are: $75 VIP; $55 

Mezzanine; and $25 Balcony. For questions please 

contact Kendrick Callis at 713-313-7933.  

 

TSU Introduces Haywood as new Head Football Coach 
 

Texas Southern University introduced Michael Haywood as the next 

head football coach December 4, in a press conference held at BBVA 

Compass Stadium. Haywood, who has worked on coaching staffs with 

some of college football's greatest head coaches, is the 16th head football 

coach in the football programs history.  

     Haywood has established himself as a coach with the ability to 

turnaround football programs as evident with the success he enjoyed at his 

last coaching stop Miami (Ohio). It took Haywood just two seasons to turn 

the Redhawks into a championship program. 

         See Haywood on page 2 

 

 "We want to take the football program here at Texas Southern 

University to the next level,” said Haywood. "I want our football 

program to be structured around student-athletes that display 

outstanding character, a strong work ethic, and are disciplined so that 

we can send the message around the country of what a magnificent 

program and University we have here." 

 

TSU Vice President of Intercollegiate Athletics Dr. Charles 

McClelland said that Haywood's experience and success at five 

different Bowl Championship Series (BCS) schools made him the 

obvious choice as the next leader of the Tigers program. 

 

"When we started this process we did so with the thought in mind that 

we wanted to build a championship caliber program here at Texas 

Southern and build it the right way," said McClelland. "With that in 

mind we wanted to bring in the best possible head coach available and 

that happens to be none other than Mike Haywood." 

 

Dr. John Rudley, President of Texas Southern University, agreed with 

McClelland's assessment of Haywood. 

 

"We are very excited to have Mike take over the helm of our football 

program," said Rudley. "We've always had the vision of getting the 

program to the next level and it started several years ago when we 

looked to bring a first class facility to our fans, student-athletes, and 

supporters. Now for us the next step in reaching our goals centers 

around putting together a championship quality product on the field. 

We feel without a doubt the individual that will help us reach that next 

Michael Strahan, a TSU alumnus, NFL Hall of Famer and co-host of Live with Kelly and 

Michael, was in Houston December 2, to sign copies of his new book Wake Up Happy. The 

ever proud alumnus posed with members of his family.   

Jesse H. Jones School of Business – 

Bringing Real World Experience  

to the Classroom 
On November 23, as a supplement to their chapter on 

Planning Your Career, business administration students 

had a guest speaker, Ryan Cook, who is an internal 

auditor at Calpine Corporation, come to talk about his 

education and experiences as a business major. Mr. 

Cook received his bachelors and masters degrees from 

Trinity University, in San Antonio, Texas, and has 

worked for KMPG, Apache Corp and is now employed 

with Calpine. He has experience as a forensic auditor 

and has worked on many interesting projects including 

the BP oil spill. 

Also on November 23, JHJ School Alum and Council 

Member Dwight Boykins was the guest lecturer in two 

JHJ Business Communications Skills Classes. The 

objective of the classes is to demonstrate how 

communications tools are used to navigate the business 

environment. Boykins spoke to the students about how 

to be successful in their chosen fields of endeavor.  As  

                                            See Classroom on page 2 

 

an example of bringing the recommendations of the 

textbook to life, he talked about how he had been 

From left, Sidamari Midala, Rabi Midala and 

Magdalene Midala will all graduate from Texas 

Southern University December 12 with their bachelor’s 

degree. The mother and daughters fled Nigeria in the 

pursuit of a Western education and to flee the 

suppression of females in their country 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/kirk-whalum-gospel-according-to-jazz-holiday-extravaganza-tickets-19323529196
https://tsu.thankyou4caring.org/kirkwhalum2015


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Granger Celebrates Hall of Fame Induction 
 

Texas Southern University’s Kevin 

Granger celebrated a milestone in his 

collegiate basketball career with a room 

filled with former teammates, coaches, 

colleagues, family and friends. 

Granger marked his December 3 

induction into the SWAC Hall of Fame 

with a dinner in the Tiger Room of the 

TSU Student Life Center.  The master of 

ceremony was 2-time NBA Champion 

and long-time friend Kenny Smith. 

Family, friends and coaches took time 

to tell their favorite Granger story.  His 

wife Tracey, even talked about Granger 

as a father, husband and role model. 

Granger said the SWAC Hall of Fame 

honor would not be possible without the  

support he’s received through the years, so he’s taking everyone who invested in him into 

the hall of fame with him. 

Granger was one of the most prolific players in the SWAC as well as the nation during 

his time at Texas Southern. A two-time first-team All-SWAC selection as well as a two-

time selection as a Black College All-American, Granger helped lead the Tigers to the 

SWAC Tournament Championship in 1994 and 1995 – winning tournament MVP honors in 

1994 – and in 1996, he led the nation in scoring at 27 points per game. Granger went on to 

play professional basketball in Italy, Greece and Argentina. 
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Haywood...continued from page 1 
 

"We want to take the football program here at Texas 

Southern University to the next level,” said Haywood. "I 

want our football program to be structured around 

student-athletes that display outstanding character, a 

strong work ethic, and are disciplined so that we can send 

the message around the country of what a magnificent 

program and University we have here." 

    TSU Vice President of Intercollegiate Athletics Dr. 

Charles McClelland said that Haywood's experience and 

success at five different Bowl Championship Series 

(BCS) schools made him the obvious choice as the next 

leader of the Tigers program. 

    "When we started this process we did so with the 

thought in mind that we wanted to build a championship 

caliber program here at Texas Southern and build it the 

right way," said McClelland. "With that in mind we 

wanted to bring in the best possible head coach available 

and that happens to be none other than Mike Haywood." 

    Dr. John Rudley, President of Texas Southern 

University, agreed with McClelland's assessment of 

Haywood. 

    "We are very excited to have Mike take over the helm 

of our football program," said Rudley. "We've always had 

the vision of getting the program to the next level and it 

started several years ago when we looked to bring a first 

class facility to our fans, student-athletes, and supporters. 

Now for us the next step in reaching our goals centers 

around putting together a championship quality product 

on the field. We feel without a doubt the individual that 

will help us reach that next goal is Coach Haywood as 

proven by his success as both an assistant and head 

coach." 

    Since 1995, Haywood has been associated with three 

nationally ranked top ten teams and six other top 25 

programs. His mentors have included former FBS 

Coaches of the Year Nick Saban, Mack Brown, Charlie 

Weis and Lou Holtz. 

 

Texas Southern University Chosen to Host Emergency 

Management Institute Course 
 

Texas Southern University has been selected to host the Multi-‐Hazard Emergency 

Management for Higher Education course on January 26-28, 2016. This selection came as a 

result of the Department of Political Science’s application to FEMA’s (Federal Emergency 

Management Agency) Emergency Management Institute (EMI).  

The three-day course is designed to be delivered to teams of campus personnel and will 

provide an overview of emergency management, identify hazards and utilize a risk 

assessment process. The course will also focus on strategies to partner with the community, 

as well as developing and revising an emergency operations plan, training and testing the 

plans and engaging the campus community.  

“This collaboration with the Emergency Management Institute is a result of the School 

of Public Affairs launch of our Bachelor of Science degree in Emergency Management and 

Homeland Security (EMHS) in 2013,” said Dr. Michael O. Adams, Chair of the Political 

Science Department. “We are excited about this great opportunity and what it means for 

our campus,” Adams said.  

For more information about this course offering from the EMI or the Bachelor of Science 

in Emergency Management and Homeland Security, please contact Dr. Michael O. Adams, 

Interim Chair at 713.313.7760 or via e-‐mail ad adams_mo@tsu.edu.  

 

Standing with Granger from left: Kenny Smith, 

Dr. Charles McClelland and Dr. John Rudley, 

TSU President. 

Classroom...continued from page 1 
 

an example of bringing the recommendations of the 

textbook to life, he talked about how he had been 

mentored as a student by current the Interim Dean John 

Williams and how this mentorship impacted his plans for 

life. 

With a deeply personal testimony, Boykins told of 

determining at the age of eight that he would devote his 

life to helping others through civic participation.  He told 

the students that, as a man of faith, he relied on 

providential guidance to chart his career path.  When 

asked how he handled failures that had occurred, his 

response was to treat them as lessons that should never be 

repeated.  The elected official and entrepreneur shared 

recommendations of specific pitfalls, such as car 

purchases, to avoid and specific measures, such as 

investing in land, to pursue. He shared his contact 

information and encouraged students to follow up with 

him and others they meet who may be helpful to them as 

they pursue their goals. Students continued their 

individual conversations with the Council Member well 

after the end of each class hour.  This presentation will be 

the start of many other helpful experiences. 

 
 

 

Western...continued from page 1 
 

Western education.    

“I feel highly privileged to be here in America with my kids,” says Rabi. “This is 

unimaginable. Where I come from women are relegated to the background and not allowed 

to obtain an education. So for me to be able to stand on my own today and earn my degree 

from TSU with my daughters is beyond belief. I am just so privileged and thankful to God 

and I want people to rejoice with me.” 

While adjusting to American life was made easier because they had family here who 

helped guide them in what to do and what not to do, adjusting to a Western form of 

education was a bit more challenging – specifically for Rabi. Magdalene and Sidamari 

attended Westfield High School which made their acclimation to American education much 

easier, but Rabi painstakingly took developmental courses at Lone Star College to help her 

catch up to where she needed to be academically. 

Once caught up and after graduating high school, the trio looked to continue their 

education, Rabi at University of Houston – Downtown and Magdalene and Sidamari at 

University of Texas – San Antonio. However, it would be there brother/uncles, Umaru 

Yarima and Dahiru Yarima (graduates of TSU and the Thurgood Marshall School of 

Law, respectively) who would open their eyes to the wonderful opportunities that abounded 

at Texas Southern University. 

“The goal was to come to America to go to school,” Rabi said. “I was told by my 

brother that if you go to TSU and you work hard you will be recognized for your hard work 

and shine. That is what has meant the most to me. My professors and advisors in the School 

of Business has helped me tremendously along the way and have made me feel at home 

always.” 

All three were on the honor roll for two consecutive semesters between Fall 2013-2014 

and was honored during the 2014 Honors Day Convocation ceremony. Rabi posted a 3.75 

GPA; Magdalene, a 3.8 GPA; and Sidamari, a perfect 4.0 GPA for 2013 and 2014.  

Magdalene is happy that the family will all graduate together. 

“We were all surprised when we found out that we would be graduating together. It was 

not something that we planned. It is amazing to stop for a moment to see how far we have 

come in six short years. TSU is a tremendous school and I am glad that everyone in my 

family will have degrees from Texas Southern University,” she said. 

The Midala daughters plan to continue their education. Sidamari has been accepted at 

The University of Texas - Medical Branch and Magdalene will continue at Texas Southern, 

enrolling in the Masters of Pharmacy program. Rabi is eager to begin a career in corporate 

America. All three became U.S. citizens in 2015.   
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Canadian Hall of Fame Inducts Former 

TSU Standout James West 
The Canadian 

Football Hall of Fame 

and Museum (CFHOF) 

officially announced 

the Induction Class for 

2016 at a celebration 

event during the 103rd 

Grey Cup Festival in 

Winnipeg. Included on 

that list is former 

Winnipeg Blue  

Bomber linebacker James West. 

West, shown center, played his college ball at TSU and his 

entire Canadian Football League career with the Calgary 

Stampeders and the Winnipeg Blue Bombers. The three-time 

division All-Star and two-time CFL All-Star was a finalist for 

Most Outstanding Defensive Player in 1987. He is 5th all-time on 

the Blue Bomber tackle list with 400, had 55 career sacks and 21 

interceptions. West played in three Grey Cup games, winning in 

1988 and 1990 

West is shown with fellow TSU football and Canadian Football 

League Hall of Famers Donald Narcisse and Markus Howell. 

Induction weekend details will be made available at a later date. 

TSU Track Team Receives Motivation from 

USATF Athletes 
Last week, TSU’s Track and Field program played host to over 125 elite United 

States Track and Field (USATF) athletes while they were in town for their 2015  

annual meeting. TSU allowed the athletes to  

use its track and weight room so they could  

continue training for the 2016 Olympic  

Trials scheduled for July 2016. TSU men’s  

and women’s track team watched them train 

and spoke to several athletes following their  

training session. Notable athletes training at  

TSU included Olympic medal winners  

Allyson Felix, Bernard Lagat, Justin Gatlin,  

and Christian Taylor.  

TSU head track coach Clyde Duncan,  

who coordinated the athletes visit, commented  

that “There are over 100 world class athletes  

training on our track and any college would  

love to be able to say that they had this  

opportunity. This is a tremendous experience 

for our student-athletes to be able to see these  

athletes in person and see that they are human  

beings who work year round to stay in shape  

and are not just people they see on television.” 

 
Bershawn Jackson                   Natasha Hastings   

Alumnus Shows TSU Pride in Classroom 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Porcha Ensley, a TSU alumnae and second grade teacher at C. 

F. Carr Elementary School in Dallas showed her enthusiasm for 

college readiness by decorating her classroom with TSU 

paraphernalia. She wanted to spruce up her college corner to better 

represent her Tiger and HBCU pride and to get her students asking 

questions so that they really gain an awareness of who Texas 

Southern University truly is. 
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The deadline to submit news or information for TSU E-News is 

Thursday’s at noon for the following week’s edition. Submissions may be 

sent to calliskd@tsu.edu or pickensek@tsu.edu. 
For any questions or comments, call Eva Pickens at 713-313-4205. 
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