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2015 Faculty and Staff Campaign off to a Fast Start, 
Hopes to Reach $1 Million Raised 

 The sixth annual Faculty and Staff Campaign is scheduled to begin 
Wednesday, March 25, with its Kick-off Celebration (location and time to 
be determined).  Campaign chairman LaRence Snowden and Campaign 
Manager Jeff Shaw announced that this year’s campaign has its sight set 
on reaching $1 million in aggregate donations since 2009, by collecting 
$243,000 this year with 75% participation. 

The campaign got off to an unofficial start March 12, in the President’s 
Lounge of the Student Life Center with the Annual Fund Campaign 
Leadership reception. Leadership donors to the campaign were recognized 
for their continued commitment of financial assistance to Texas Southern 
University students. Leadeship donors who’ve given from 1 to 5 years were 
pinned with lapel pins showcasing the number of years they have donated 
and photographed with the Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs 
and Research Dr. James W. Ward. During the evening, Mellany Patrong, 
director of Risk Management, spoke as to why she decided to become a 
President’s Leadership Scholarship donor while Linda Ballard, director 

of Financial Aid, spoke on the benefits of giving. 
Cedric Darden, a senior English major from Dallas 
gave a student testimonial on how he has benefitted 
from donations by Texas Southern faculty and staff.  
The event  raised $75,000. 

The highlight of the evening was when Dr. Selina 
Ahmed, interim chair and associate professor in 
the Department of Human Services and Consumer 
Sciences, announced that she would be creating a 
$50,000 endowment in her husband’s memory who 
passed away last year.  

See Campaign on page 2

Texas Southern Tigers Capture SWAC Tournament 
Title and Spot in the NCAA Tournament

The Texas Southern Tigers are headed to the dance after capturing their 
second consecutive SWAC Tournament Title in two years.

TSU beat Southern 62-58 in a hard fought battle in the Toyota Center.
“I’m extremely proud of this basketball team,” said Davis. “They battled 
through some adversity early on and they showed resiliency down the 
stretch. This championship is the product of lots of hard work from our 
players and staff.”

SWAC Regular season player of the year, Madarious Gibbs was named 
Tournament Most Valuable Player but he handed the trophy to teammate 
Malcolm Riley who led the Tigers with 18 points and 10 rebounds.

“I thought Malcolm was the MVP of the tournament,” Gibbs said. “He did 
what it took for us to get the win.”

Chris Thomas was also named to the All-Tournament Team.

Coach Davis invited the Texas Southern Lady Tigers to participate the 
victory celebration.  

Tigers NCAA Tournament Bound

Texas Southern Tigers were awarded a #15 seed in the NCAA Men’s 
Basketball Bracket.  They will travel to Portland, Oregon to face the #2 seed 
Arizona Wildcats of the Pac-12.

“Going into the season we wanted to play a very challenging non-conference 
schedule in order to prepare us for this moment,” said Davis. “Arizona has 
a really good basketball team and we’re looking forward to playing them on 
Thursday.”

The teams will play on March 19, at 1:10 p.m. CST on TNT. 

TSU Lady Tigers Basketball Team joins the Men 
in SWAC Championship Victory Celebration

Dr. Selina Ahmed &
Provost Dr. James Ward

Ambassador Ron Kirk to Address Spring Graduates, 
Milton Carroll to Receive Honorary Degree

Texas Southern University has announced that 
Ambassador Ron Kirk will be the keynote speaker 
for its Spring Commencement Ceremonies set for 
Saturday, May 16 at 9:30 a.m. in the H&PE Arena. 
TSU Alumnus Milton Carroll will be issued an 
honorary doctorate of Humane Letters. 

Kirk is Senior of Counsel in Gibson, Dunn & 
Crutcher’s Dallas and Washington, D.C. offices. 
He is Co-Chair of the International Trade practice 
and is also a member of the Public Policy, Crisis 

Management, Mergers and Acquisitions and Private Equity practice groups.

Prior to joining the firm in April 2013, Ambassador Kirk was the first African 
American to serve as United States Trade Representative (USTR) and was a 
member of President Obama’s Cabinet, serving as the President’s principal 
trade advisor, negotiator and spokesperson on trade issues. Ambassador Kirk 

See Ambassador Kirk on page 2
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TSU News

The deadline to submit news or information for TSU E News is Thursday’s 
at noon for the following week’s edition. Submissions may be sent to 
calliskd@tsu.edu or pickensek@tsu.edu.
For any questions or comments, call Eva Pickens at 713-313-4205.

Campaign from  page 1

Kingsley Onweiyu Selected as Smithsonian NMAAHC Intern

As part of a pilot program in training 
students at Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities (HBCU) in 
museum careers, Kingsley Onweiyu 
is currently working at the University 
Museum as an intern sponsored by 
the Smithsonian National Museum 
of African 
American History 
and Culture. 
Kingsley is 
currently working 
with Monica 
Vidal, Museum 
Registrar and 
Samuel Blesson, 
Exhibitions 
Coordinator to learn best practices in 
collections management and exhibition 
development and installation. As 
shown in this image, Kingsley has 
hands on opportunities to examine 
and access works from the Museum’s 
permanent collection. The long-

term goal of the Smithsonian pilot 
project is to establish a permanent 
endowment internship program at 
the NMAAHC museum and work 
with partner HBCU project directors 
to sustain and institutionalize their 
university based internship programs.

“This internship 
has provided me 
an opportunity 
to work with a 
knowledgeable 
curator and 
museum director 
that I admire. 
I have learned 

a lot from the museum staff and the 
experience allows me to learn about 
the many different careers associated 
with the museum industry; ultimately 
guiding me in my decision making 
for the future,” said Onweiyu of his 
internship opportunity.

Click for CROWNS Tickets or Information

 “I have been here at TSU for 40 years and throughout that time my husband 
and I have helped numerous students get past difficult financial situations. After 
losing him last year I decided to do something in a more structured way to 
honor his memory. I feel that as an academician there is no better way to give 
back than to ensure that kids get a chance to get an education. This endowment 
is also the best way for me to thank the TSU family for the love, care, and 
support shown to me last year.”

Ahmed’s endowment will be matched by the University to total $100,000 and 
will benefit students in the Department of Human Services and Consumer 
Sciences, which is under the College of Liberal Arts and Behavioral Sciences.

In addition to Ahmed’s endowment, Dr. Michael Adams, 
interim chair Department of Political Science and professor 
and MPA / eMPA program director Public Administration, 
pledged $10,000 towards the President’s Leadership 
Scholarship. 
 
Key dates in the campaign are: Kick-off Celebration, March 
25; Mid-campaign breakfast, April 8; and Victory Celebration, 
April 29. 

Lady Tigers Accepts Bid to WNIT

The Texas Southern Lady Tigers will get to compete in post-season play.  The 
Southwestern Conference (SWAC) Regular Season Champions accepted a bid 
to the Women’s Nation Invitational Tournament (WNIT).

TSU finished first in the conference and will face Southern Mississippi on 
Thursday, March 19 in Hattiesburg, MS.

This will be Lady Tigers’ third bid to the WNIT.  They lost in the first round 
last year to SMU 84-72.

The 64th Annual TSU Relays is 
this weekend, March 20 - 21 at Texas 
Southern University’s Alexander 
Durley Stadium.

Track and Field Athletes from across 
the country will participate in the two-
days of competition.

Tickets are $10 for high school students 
and younger, $15 for adults per day.

was nominated to be United States Trade Representative by President Barack 
Obama and was confirmed by the United States Senate in 2009. The office of 
USTR is responsible for the development and oversight of U.S. trade policy, 
including strategy, negotiation, implementation and enforcement of multilateral, 
regional/bilateral and sector specific trade agreements. Ambassador Kirk was 
also responsible for U.S. trade policy involving agriculture; industry; services 
and investment; intellectual property; environment; labor; development and 
preference programs.

Ambassador Kirk  from  page 1
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Historically UnderUtilized BUsinesses Fair

Texas Southern University’s 2015 Historically Underutilized Businesses 
(HUB) Vendor Fair will be held  Wednesday, March 18, 2015 from 1-4 p.m. 
in the Sterling Student Center on the 3rd floor in the Tiger Room.

For more information, contact Carla West at 
(713) 313-1963 or email her at 
westcj@tsu.edu. 

TSU E-News NOW Credits:
Marcie Brooks - Community Outreach; Andrew McCray-Media Writer/
Graphics; Earlie Hudnall - University Photographer; Kendrick Callis-

Communications Specialist; Rodney Bush - Marketing/Communications; 
Tiffany Asberry-Administrative Assistant; 

Eva Pickens-AVP of Communications

 
 
   
        

COURSE ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

 

ICS-300: Intermediate Incident Command Systems 
ICS-400: Advanced Incident Command System 

 
March 23 – 26, 2015 
8:00 AM to 5:00PM 

 

 
ICS-300: Intermediate Incident Command System for Expanding 
Incidents 
This course provides training on use of multiple resources for personnel who 
require application of the Incident Command System (ICS) during expanding 
incidents. This course expands upon information covered in the ICS-100 and 
ICS-200 courses. 

 
ICS-400 - Advanced Incident Command System, Command and 
General Staff-Complex Incidents 
This course is intended to serve as a vehicle to share proven incident management 
strategies and practices as well as to enhance teamwork and coordination among 
all response agencies' officers directly responsible for emergency response to a 
WMD/terrorism incident or other “Incident of National Significance.”  
 

 
 
Where: Texas Southern University 
                         School of Public Affairs   
                            The Doctoral Studio-Rm. 411 
                                3100 Cleburne Rd 
                               Houston, Texas 77004 

 
 
Register:            Registration will be through www.preparingtexas.org 

TTTeeexxxaaasss   SSSooouuuttthhheeerrrnnn   UUUnnniiivvveeerrrsssiiitttyyy                                             
TTThhhooommmaaasss   FFF...   FFFrrreeeeeemmmaaannn   HHHooonnnooorrrsss   CCCooolllllleeegggeee                                         

Presents                                                                                                                                                             
FFFrrreeedddeeerrriiiccckkk   DDDooouuuggglllaaassssss   LLLeeeccctttuuurrreee   SSSeeerrriiieeesss                                                                                                                                                                           

 

Dr. Jenifer Bratter,  
Associate Professor of Sociology at Rice University 

 

“From Mammy to Olivia Pope: What Film and the TV 
Industry Tells us About Race and What it Means to be a Black 

Woman”  
 

Wednesday, March 25th – Noon 
Thomas F. Freeman Honors College Auditorium 

Lower level – Robert J. Terry Library 

 

TSU Champions 
Committed to the Community

Two Texas Southern championship teams took time to give back to the 
community.

Members of the 2015 SWAC Indoor Championship Track and Field team 
participated in the Lilly Grove Missionary Baptist Church Fun Run for fitness.  
The TSU track stars helped lead the way in the 3k run to promote healthy living 
and healthy choices.

A group of Lady Tigers from the 2014 Champion Softball Team teamed up 
with actor Lance Gross and former WNBA star Lisa Leslie for the Toyota 
Green Initiative.  They went to The Boys & Girls Club at Finnigan Park to 
promote recycling and energy efficiency.  The Texas Southern athletes helped 
install energy efficient lights as part of the event.  The Lady Tigers also helped 
the kids learn how to recycle.

Lance Gross and  
TSU Catcher Kacey Creel

TSU Track Team with 
Lilly Grove Organizers

TSU Softball Team with 
Lisa Leslie


