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TSU Law Professor-Keynote Speaker for 
Child Welfare Summit

Thurgood Marshall School of Law Assistant Professor 
of Law and Director of Experiential Learning Programs 
Stephanie Smith Ledesma was invited to serve as the 
keynote speaker November 18, for the final international 
“Google-Call” leading up to the second annual 
Children’s Rights Summit organized by Google and the 
international law firm of Baker & McKenzie. 

Professor Ledesma spoke as a national expert in the area 
of Child Welfare Law, focusing on disproportionality of 

the child welfare system and ways to reinvent 
foster care in the United States.  

Earlier, Professor Ledesma co-created and published a 200+ page Trial 
Practice Curriculum for the South Carolina Department of Social Services 
with assistance from the University of South Carolina School of Law 
Children’s Law Center. This curriculum was used by Professor Ledesma and 
other members of the National Association of Counsel for Children to train 
South Carolina DSS litigation attorneys in the best practices of trial litigation 
in child welfare cases.
  
In addition, Professor Ledesma is also working with the Louisiana Public 
Defender’s office to create a training curriculum for Louisiana Public 
Defenders.   This curriculum will be delivered by her and a host of other 
national leaders in litigation skills training in Louisiana in the spring of 2015.

Also, in October 2015, Professor Ledesma was invited to serve as a member 
of the American Bar Association Steering Committee of the National Parent 
Representation Project. She enthusiastically accepted this invitation and 
looks forward to being involved in work that truly has the potential to create 
national policy; train attorneys nationally and serve as a national mentor to 
attorneys; protect the rights of children and parents; and improve the day to 
day realities of citizens in need of legal protection.

Stephanie Smith Ledesma

See Whalum on page 2

Kirk Whalum to Serve as Commencement Speaker

Texas Southern University will hold its winter commencement ceremony 
at 9:30 a.m., Saturday, Dec. 12 in the H&PE Arena. Kirk Whalum, a 
GRAMMY® Award winning saxophonist 
and one of the university’s most outstanding 
graduates, will receive the The Honorary 
Doctorate of Humane Letters, the 
university’s highest honor, and serve as 
Commencement Speaker.

About Kirk Whalum: Kirk Whalum, born 
July 11, 1958 in Memphis, Tennessee, was 
surrounded by music as he grew up in the 
R&B capital of the South. Kirk attended Melrose High School and Texas 
Southern University where he was a member of the World Famous Ocean 
of Soul Marching Band.  In addition to singing in his father’s church choir, 
Whalum also learned to love music from his grandmother, Thelma Twigg 
Whalum, a piano teacher, and two uncles, Wendell Whalum and Hugh 
“Peanuts” Whalum, who performed with jazz bands around the country. 
These influences proved lasting, as he told John H. Johnson’s magazine 
“Ebony Man” in a 1994 profile, “The music I like to play and write 

 

TSU Professor Featured in New York Times 
Magazine

Dr. Judith C. Anglin, associate professor of nutrition and director of TSU’s 
dietetics program in the Department of Human Services and Consumer 
Sciences, had her research highlighted in a New York Times article titled 
The Limits of ‘Intuitive’ Eating. The article appeared in the November 22, 
2015 issue of The New York Times Magazine. CLICK HERE to view the 
New York Times Article.

TSU Students Featured Texas Medical Center News

More than 200 students from various universities, including Texas Southern 
University, volunteered their Saturday to join the Texas Medical Center 
Student Affairs Council at the Houston Food Bank’s Portwall location for the 
inaugural year of TMC Serves.

“Every once in a while we like to volunteer and give back to the community, 
so that’s what brought me here today to the Houston Food Bank,” said 
Anthony Obi Jr., who is part of the 
Texas Southern University Student 
National Medical Association’s Minority 
Association of Pre-Medical Students. 
“It’s amazing just to see all the like-
minded individuals take off time from 
their day and give back. That’s what 
it’s all about: us helping one another 
and helping those less fortunate. It’s 
breathtaking and amazing.”

See Texas Medical Center page 2

TSU Announces Changes with Football Program

Texas Southern Tigers head football coach Darrell Asberry has informed 
TSU that he is stepping down from his post with the football program.

“I appreciate Texas Southern and (TSU Vice President for 
Intercollegiate Athletics) Dr. Charles McClelland for all 
that they’ve done for me and my family and the support 
they’ve given me,” said Asberry.

Asberry, who took over the Tigers program in 2012 
helped guide the program through several years of NCAA 
sanctions and helped boost the programs standing as it relates to APR.

In 2013, the Football Championship Subdivision Athletics Directors 
Association (FCS ADA) announced that the Texas Southern football program 
would be named the recipient of the Academic Progress Rate (APR) Most 
Improved Award for the Southwestern Athletic Conference.

The APR Most Improved Award recognized one institution at each of the 
14 FCS conferences that had the highest APR score improvement from the 
previous year. See Football page 2

TSU Students volunteering at the 
Houston Food Bank

http://well.blogs.nytimes.com/2015/11/19/mind-what-you-eat/?ref=topics&_r=0
http://well.blogs.nytimes.com/2015/11/19/mind-what-you-eat/?ref=topics&_r=0
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Eva Pickens-Interim VP of University Advancement

Whalum from page 1

Campus Carry Public Forum
Senate Bill 11

encompasses the four elements I grew up with: Memphis R&B, gospel, rock, 
and jazz. The emphasis, though, is on melody, period.”

In 2005 Whalum recorded the Babyface Songbook (2005) with R&B icon 
Babyface’s best songs of the past 15 years, including “Exhale (Shoop Shoop),” 
“I’ll Make Love to You,” “When Can I See You,” and others. Joining in the 
intimate and stylish proceedings are other smooth jazz notables, including 
trumpeter Rick Braun, soprano saxophone player Dave Koz, and guitarists 
Norman Brown and Chuck Loeb among others. Whalum also contributed to the 
2008 documentary film Miss HIV. 

He has recorded a series of well-received solo albums and film soundtracks, 
with music ranging from pop to R&B to smooth jazz. Kirk’s musical 
accomplishments have brought him a total of 12 Grammy nominations.  Kirk 
won his first Grammy award in 2011 for Best Gospel Song (“It’s What I Do”-
featuring Lalah Hathaway) alongside lifelong friend and gifted writer, Jerry 
Peters. 

Campus Carry Public 
Forum 

Senate Bill 11 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

   

Senate Bill 11 requires an institution of higher education in the state of 
Texas to allow concealed handgun license holders to carry concealed 
handguns on its campus.  Senate Bill 11 requires that the President consult 
with faculty, staff, and students regarding the nature of the student 
population, safety considerations, and the uniqueness of Texas Southern 
University to establish reasonable rules, regulations, or other provisions 
regarding the carrying of concealed handguns on campus.   

TSU will host a public forum, welcoming the TSU community at large to 
come out and make your voice heard regarding the implementation of 
Senate Bill 11.  

 
WHEN: December 2, 2015 
 
WHERE: Student Center, 

Tiger Room  
 
TIME:  4:00 PM- 6:00 PM 
 

 

 

 

Though the weather was gloomy and wet, the rain didn’t put a damper on the 
students’ sunny dispositions. With high energy and big smiles, the enthusiasm 
in the 308,000-square-foot warehouse was palpable as volunteers were ready 
to stand side-by-side with their classmates and colleagues. By the end of their 
shift, the students prepared 7,036 meals and sorted through more than 9,000 
pounds of food.
For many students, giving back to the community was an important and 
meaningful way for them to spend their weekend.

 “I see [the event] going astronomical. I think that with marketing and the 
students coming together, along with the Texas Medical Center staff and the 
colleges, I see this going above and beyond,” said Danielle Taylor, an M.B.A. 
student in health care administration at Texas Southern University and one of 
the Texas Medical Center Student Affairs Council representatives. “I think the 
students and the passion that they have for giving back is so genuine, and they 
want to do this. It’s a Saturday morning. They could have been anywhere else, 
but they chose to be here at TMC, and I love it.”

Texas Medical Center from page 1

“Over the course of the past four years, Coach Asberry has been a true 
professional, a great administrator and someone I will always call a friend,” 
said Dr. McClelland. “We wish him well in all of his future endeavors.”

In four seasons with the Tigers Asberry had an overall record of 12-31 
including a 9-27 mark in league play.

A national search to find his replacement will begin immediately.

Football from page 1 TSU’s International Students Celebrated  

TSU’s Office of International Programs and Office of International Student 
Affairs hosted International Education Week November 15-20, with a variety 
of events around campus including the 
Taste of Countries Multicultural Food 
Festival on the Tiger Walk. President 
Rudley, in the center of the picture, 
posed with representatives from a variety 
of countries in their traditional dress. 

For Fall 2015, TSU has 691 International 
Students enrolled. The top 5 countries 
are: 381 – Saudi Arabia; 
134 – Nigeria; 22 – China; 18 – India; and 16 – Bahamas. We have students 
from 47 different countries and 5 continents, including, Asia, Africa, North 
America, Europe and Australia.

International Education Week is a joint initiative of the U.S. Department of 
State and the U.S. Department Education designed to celebrate the benefits of 
international education and exchange worldwide. 

http://www.swac.org/ViewArticle.dbml?DB_OEM_ID=27400&ATCLID=210387988
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TSU E-News: The deadline to submit news or information for TSU E 
News is Thursday’s at noon for the following week’s edition. Submissions 
may be sent to calliskd@tsu.edu or pickensek@tsu.edu. For any questions 
or comments, call Eva Pickens at 713-313-4205.

Wednesday, December 2, 2015
Faculty Holiday celebration

University Museum, 2:00 p.m - 4:00 p.m

Final Frenzy Study time

Science Center Atrium, 5:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 

book Signing For tSu alumnuS micHael StraHan

River Oaks Barnes and Noble Book Store, 5:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.  
River Oaks Shopping Center, 2030 W Gray St, Houston, TX 77019

 For more information call 713-313-4205

Senate bill campuS carry Forum

Student Center, Tiger Room, 4:00 p.m - 6:00 p.m.
Come out and make your voice heard regarding implementing SB 11

Thursday, December 3, 2015
tSu oFFice oF admiSSionS HoStS tranSFer day

Apply and Win Scholarships On-The-Spot
Campus-wide, 10:00 a.m - 2:00 p.m.

For more information call 713-313-7071
coSet Holiday celebration 

Unlocking the Holi-den
TSU Science Center Atrium, 1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

StaFF Holiday celebration

University Museum, 2:00 p.m - 4:00 p.m

Saturday, December 5, 2015
SWac Football cHampionSHipS

NRG Stadium, 3:00 p.m.
Purchase tickets at NRG Stadium, 1-844-573-0849 or swacfootball.org

tSu oFFice oF admiSSionS to HoStS live WebinarS 
Information sessions about admission, financial assistance and housing

Webinars will be held January - May 16, 2015

Friday, December 11, 2015
kirk WHalum a goSpel according to Jazz concert 

Featuring gerald albrigHt, norman broWn and SHelea

Sawyer Auditorium, 7:30 p.m.
For tickets visit www.tsu.edu or calll Kendrick Callis at 713-313-7933

Proceeds Benefits TSU Scholarships and Excellence Fund

Saturday, December 12, 2015
Winter Commencement

kirk WHlaum, grammy Winner and tSu alumnuS, 
Speaker and Honorary degree recipient and commencement Speaker

H&PE Arena, 9:30 a.m. 

Saturday, February 27 - Sunday, February 28, 2016
JoHnnie b. goode, a blueS-inSpired national Stage play

Written and Directed by TSU’s Thomas Meloncon
A Special Black History Month Presentation by
TSU’s Office of University Advancement and

TSU Theatre Department

TSU CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Click 
for TSU 

Faculty 

& 

Staff 

Registration

TSU Ocean of Soul Alumni Scholarship Brunch

The 2nd annual Ocean of Soul Alumni Chapter 2015 Scholarship Brunch 
was held on Sunday, November 15 at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in downtown 
Houston.  Those inducted into the Ocean of Soul Hall of Fame were Dr. 
Howard C. Harris, Professor Edward Earl Thompson, Michael Strahan 
and Kevin Hart. The “General” Professor Richard F. Lee received an award 
for his service to Texas Southern University. Professor Benjamin J. Butler II 
was presented with a replica of a historical marker honoring his legacy that will 
be place near the band room on TSU’s campus.  

 

Shown in the photo from l-r include: Garnet Foster, Ocean of Soul Alumni Chapter 
President; Milton Shackelford, TSUNAA VP of Membership and Ocean of Soul Alumni 
Chapter member; Prof. Benjamin J. Butler II; Prof. Richard F. Lee; Connie Cochran, TSU 
Assistant Vice President of Alumni Relations & Special Events; Julia Askew, TSUNAA 
International President; and Eve Weeks, TSUNAA Corresponding Secretary and Ocean 
of Soul Alumni Chapter Member. 

Annual “Gospel According to Jazz Concert” Returns to 
TSU’s Sawyer Auditorium December 11

GRAMMY® Award winning saxophonist Kirk Whalum will return to 
his alma mater Texas Southern University December 11 for his “A Gospel 
According to Jazz Concert.” The annual concert will be held in the Sawyer 
Auditorium beginning at 7:30 p.m.

Sharing the stage again with Whalum will be fellow jazz saxophonist and 
multi-instrumentalist Gerald Albright and singer, songwriter, producer, 
musician Shelea. Joining them this year will be GRAMMY® Award winner 
Norman Brown. Brown, a guitarist, composer and singer brings tidbits of 
classic R&B and contemporary jazz.

“Kirk Whalum and his special guests entertaining the TSU community and 
bringing in the Christmas Holidays have become a tradition that we look 
forward to yearly,” says Eva Pickens, interim vice president of University 
Advancement. “To have Kirk come back to his alma mater and display his 
musical talents, of which he undoubtedly crafted here at Texas Southern is an 
inspiration to us all.” 

TSU faculty and staff are entitled to one free $55 mezzanine ticket by 
registering at EVENTBRITE. Additional tickets can be purchased at 
KIRKWHALUM2015. Ticket options are: $75 VIP; $55 Mezzanine; and $25 
Balcony. For questions please contact Kendrick Callis at 713-313-7933. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/kirk-whalum-gospel-according-to-jazz-holiday-extravaganza-tickets-19323529196
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/kirk-whalum-gospel-according-to-jazz-holiday-extravaganza-tickets-19323529196
https://tsu.thankyou4caring.org/kirkwhalum2015

