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“Writing is fighting” – Ishmael Reed 

 

This Is YOUR Year! 

Each semester, students have an opportunity to improve their writing and to 
renew their commitment to their scholarship.  Take a moment to review this 
month’s Communiqué.  If you would like to contribute original creative works, 
if you would like to be featured in the Student Spotlight, please email Dr. 
Benson-Marsh at bensonma@tsu.edu. 
 

Department Location 

 Room 107 MLK Bldg.  

English Department Website  

Main office: 713.313.7916 
Director:  713.313.7613 

In This Month’s Issue: 
Bowling Mixer for Majors 

“Spring into Poetry” Day 

TSU Professor Publishes Book 

TSU Writing Lab 

 

 

Newsletter for English Majors 

The Communiqué 

bensonma@tsu.edu
http://www.tsu.edu/academics/colleges-and-schools/colabs/english/
http://em.tsu.edu/calendar/index.php


 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

     The English language is complex and rarely are grammar 
rules applied without exception.  That said, several phrases 
can be forever eliminated from your essays without your ever 
missing them.  An example of two phrases that you can omit 
from your scholarship are “being that” and “different than”.  

"Being that" is a colloquial phrase that should not be used in 
formal language or standard written English. Use "because" 
or "since" instead. 

Example: Being that the weather was sunny, we went to the 
beach. 

Corrected sentence:  
Because the weather was sunny, we went to the beach. 

 
 

An idiom that often appears on graduate admissions 
examinations is "different from." Do not confuse this with the 
incorrect phrase "different than." 

1. Bob is different from Sam in that the former is funny and 
the latter is not. 

2. Bob differs from Sam in that the former is funny and the 
latter is not. 

While colloquial phrasing may “sound” acceptable, strive to 
correctly apply grammar rules. 

 

 
 

Update your personal information! 

Please send Dr. Benson an email at 

bensonma@tsu.edu.  Include the following 

information: 

 Preferred email address 

 Preferred phone number 

 Proposed date of graduation 

 Adviser’s name 

 Minor 

 Indicate if you are Track I (non-teaching track) or 

Track II (teaching certification track) 

 

Deadline for submitting this information is 

Monday, January 29th by 5pm. 

 

 

 For more assistance with grammar tips and 
writing strategies, visit the Tiger Writing Lab 
in MLK 252, or contact Prof. Ware in MLK 
147.  
 
 

Grammar Tips of the Month 
 

 Freedom's Dance (2018) 
Available on Amazon.com  

English Department Professor Publishes 
Book That Captures the Spirit of New 
Orleans’s Social Clubs 
Professor Karen Celestan has authored a gorgeously illustrated 
text about parade culture in New Orleans.  Celestan historicizes 
the development of Black New Orleans culture, locating its 
origins in Africana culture.  Amazon.com reports that the text 
contains “over 175 photographs by Eric Waters”, and Freedom’s 
Dance “offers the first complete look at the Second Line tradition, 
ranging from ideological approaches to the contributions of 
musicians, development of specific rituals by various clubs, and 
parade accessories such as elaborately decorated fans and 
sashes.” (Amazon.com) 

 

 

Welcome Back, Majors! 

Have you registered for classes?  Even if you have self-enrolled 
in all the courses you believe will keep you on track for 
graduation, make time to confer with your adviser.  
Strengthening your relationships with English faculty will prove 
beneficial in innumerable ways.  When you are ready to 
graduate, if you have cultivated a strong relationship with 
mentors, you are more likely to receive meaningful 
recommendation letters for graduate school, internships and 
permanent employment, and travel-abroad opportunities.   

 
 

mailto:bensonma@tsu.edu
mailto:WareTL@TSU.EDU
https://www.amazon.com/Freedoms-Dance-Social-Pleasure-Orleans/dp/0807168831/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1516220983&sr=8-1&keywords=%22Freedom%27s+Dance%22
https://www.amazon.com/Freedoms-Dance-Social-Pleasure-Orleans/dp/0807168831/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1516220983&sr=8-1&keywords=%22Freedom%27s+Dance%22


 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

    
 

 
  

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Majors’ Bowling 
Mixer 

All English majors and faculty are encouraged to attend the spring semester Bowling Mixer!  We will fellowship, feast on good 

food, and most importantly, have fun!  Electronic evites will be mailed by Wednesday, January 24th.  Once you receive your 

invitation, please RSVP as quickly as possible so that we can reserve the facility on the second floor of the TSU Sterling 

Student Life Center.  The e-vite will include details about date and time. 

If  are interested in having a greater representation of women in elected office and/or are considering a career in politics, policymaking, or 

public service, you should apply to this weeklong residential summer institute. 

NEW Leadership™ Texas is a national non-partisan program developed to address the underrepresentation of women in American 

politics. NEW Leadership™ Texas educates college women about the important role that politics plays in their lives and encourages them 

to become effective leaders in the political arena. 

Who should apply? 

▪ Undergraduate women enrolled in any Texas college or university for 2017-2018, or are 

graduating in May 2018;  

▪ Texas residents attending out-of-state schools;  

▪ All majors are welcome;  

▪ Women of color and non-traditional students are encouraged to apply. 

Whether or not you think you want to run for elected office, if you would like to create positive change in your community. YOU 

SHOULD APPLY! 

https://form.jotform.com/72816663868977
https://form.jotform.com/72816663868977


 

 

  
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
A new biography articulates the nearly 100-year life and career of 

the legendary debate coach who trained actor Denzel Washington and 
future Congresswoman Barbara Jordan. 

Thomas F. Freeman, the illustrious Texas Southern University 
stalwart who taught for six decades before his retirement in 2013, 
continues to serve the campus as a distinguished professor emeritus. 

"The Peddler's Son," written by Houston educator and author 
James H. Ford Jr., chronicles the journey of a produce wholesaler's 
offspring born shortly after the end of World War I. The book chronicles 
Freeman's upbringing in Richmond, Va., his education that included 
earning a doctorate at the University of Chicago, and his lengthy careers 
as both a professor and pastor. 

Freeman, who turns 99 in June according to the biography, joined 
Ford Tuesday night for a book signing at the Encore Theatre in Houston. 
"I never dreamed of having a book written about me that I would 
autograph," the debate coach said with a voice that has a distinctly 
commanding timbre. "The author is to be commended for the 
thoroughness of his research, which burnished a solid foundation for the 
story that he told. It is my sincere hope that those who read this story will 
be inspired and challenged and especially among young people who might 
say: If he can do it, so too can I." 

 

TSU English Alumnus Publishes 

Biography Honoring 

Dr. Thomas F. Freeman 
 
 

 Freedom's Dance (2018) 
Available on Amazon.com  

Writers Wanted! 

The founder and editor of an online 
magazine, Liam Atkinson, is looking 
for English and Creative Writing 
students to contribute to the 
development of a pop culture website 
aimed young people aged between 
18-30.   According to Atkinson, the 
publication has enjoyed some early 
success but publishers still seek 
writers “with a keen eye for spotting 
great stories and videos on the 
internet”.   
  
Students who contribute to the 
burgeoning publication could gain 
invaluable writing experience with us. 
For those looking to pursue a career in 
writing, this experience could be a 
perfect opportunity to have their work 
seen by regular audiences of 100,000 
each month.  Editors request ask that 
interested writers contribute 2-3 
articles of 200-400 words each week 
on a topic in keeping with the 
magazine’s philosophy of content.  
There is an opportunity for these 
positions to be paid in the coming 
months as the brand continues to 
expand, but initially work would be on 
a voluntary basis. 
 
Anyone who is interested should 
review the e-flyer and visit Trill Mag! 
to get what magazine editor calls a 
“daily dose of dopeness”.  
  

 

Source: Houston Chronicle 

James H. Ford, Jr. is a TSU English 

alumnus and a current adjunct English 

professor in the TSU English Department. 

Dr. Freeman is a living legend and 

continues to actively serve as a Professor 

Emeritus at Texas Southern University. 

https://www.amazon.com/Freedoms-Dance-Social-Pleasure-Orleans/dp/0807168831/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1516220983&sr=8-1&keywords=%22Freedom%27s+Dance%22
https://www.amazon.com/Freedoms-Dance-Social-Pleasure-Orleans/dp/0807168831/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1516220983&sr=8-1&keywords=%22Freedom%27s+Dance%22
http://www.trillmag.com/
https://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/article/Biography-published-about-legendary-Texas-12483118.php#photo-14843971


 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

How Do You Want to Celebrate?  
Did you know that as an English major, you have the 
distinct privilege of identifying and coordinating 
some of the events that happen in your department?  
Unfortunately, too few students take advantage of 
this wonderful opportunity.  Black History Month is 
quickly approaching, and English faculty would like 
your input.  Last year, faculty hosted a set of film 
screenings to initiate conversations about the 
politics of race, gender, and culture. Certainly, a 
similar event could be coordinated for 2018, and If 
you have any suggestions for the kinds of films 
students view, or if you would like to take the lead in 
organizing another event, please contact either Dr. 
Benson or Dr. Jones no later than Friday, January 
26th. 

 

Spring into Poetry Day! 

The time is now to help coordinate this year’s 

Poetry Day activities.  Please contact Professor 

James to get on the event committee contact list.  

If you know of any professional or student poets 

who would like to present, and if you would like to 

present your own original works, please sign up 

today! 

Faculty Spotlight 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

English Majors, Let’s Us 

Celebrate YOU!!! 

 
 

 

 

Michael Zeitler is Professor of English and holds the Ph.D. and Master of Arts in English (Johns Hopkins University). 

His area of specialization is British Literature. Professor Zeitler’s book publications include Representations of Culture: 

Thomas Hardy’s Wessex and Victorian Anthropology and an edited collection of essays on President Barack Obama. He 

has published essays in the following journals, among others—The Journal of Theory and Practice, Litera: A Journal of 

Western Literature, EAPSU Online: A Journal of Creative and Critical Work, and The Hardy Review. Professor Zeitler 

holds memberships in the Modern Language Association, Victorian Interdisciplinary Society of the Western United 

States, College English Association, College Language Association, John Steinbeck Society, and Conference of College 

Teachers of English, among others. Zeitlerma@tsu.edu | 713-313-7413 

If you are considering earning your graduate degree in English from Texas Southern University, schedule 

some time to talk with Dr. Zeitler. He’s a great adviser! 

.   

  

 
 

 

Are you writing the next great American novel? 
Have you recently been employed?  Have you been 
admitted into graduate school? Will you be 
graduating in May?  If you have reached any 
academic or professional milestones, allow the 
Communique to acknowledge you!  

 

Your experiences might motivate your peers to 
continue to push themselves to achieve their own 
successes.   
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