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Tigers, on behalf of our distinguished 

Department Chair Dr. Michael Sollars and of all 
the amazing English faculty, I am very excited 
to welcome you to another year at Texas 
Southern University!   We are your home away 
from home, and I know from personal 
experience that you will benefit greatly from 
the time that you spend here.   As your advisors 
and faculty mentors, our collective mission is to 
help you grow academically and socially.  If you 
are dedicated to your own success, our job is 
exponentially easier.    While you prepare to 
arrive on campus, a few items require your 
attention; among the critical tasks all new and 
returning students must perform are 
registering for classes, meeting with advisors, 
purchasing books, and securing living 
accommodations.  Whew! Don’t feel that you 
are tackling these tasks by yourself.   If you have 
any questions or concerns regarding these or 
other initial steps, please contact myself at 
bensonma@tsu.edu or Dr. Albertina Walker-
Hughey at hugheyal@tsu.edu.  Additionally, 
you can find more useful information at 
tsu.edu, including the university code of 
student conduct, course catalog, traffic and 
parking regulations, student government and  

 

 

on-campus organization information, and the 
academic calendar.   Click this link to access Dr. 
Sollars' Welcome Message, and take the time 
to acquaint yourself with senior faculty and 
visiting faculty by reading their profiles.    

Surely, your professors know all too well the 

rigors associated with your course loads, and 
we will avail ourselves to assist and encourage 
you however we can.   In an effort to help you 
successfully complete your required courses, 
we have also planned some relevant 
extracurricular activities to foster strong 
relationships that all undergraduates should 
have with their instructors and with their peers.   
For example, beginning this fall, in addition to 
coordinating social mixers and outings, our 
majors will select a work of literature to drive 
cooperative learning within our larger 
academic community.  This Common Reading 
will promote critical thinking and encourage 
meaningful academic interaction.   Our majors 
will select the text, and they will lead the 
discussions.   

 

 

 

Undoubtedly, every faculty member is 

looking forward to seeing you in person.  Even 
those majors who live off campus or out of 
town should make time to attend scheduled 
social and scholarly events.  According to the 
academic calendar above, our first 
student/faculty mixer has been tentatively 
scheduled for 12 pm on Thursday, September 
7th. That event happens the day before the 
university’s Opening Convocation; everyone’s 
class schedule should accommodate the 
gathering.  We would appreciate your 
prioritizing that opportunity to meet, greet, 
and eat with your professors and your peers.  
After all, we are family!  

At your service!   

Dr. M. Benson, Director 
Undergraduate English Majors 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome, English Majors! 
 

mailto:bensonma@tsu.edu
mailto:hugheyal@tsu.edu
http://www.tsu.edu/academics/colleges-and-schools/colabs/english/message-from-chair.php
http://www.tsu.edu/academics/colleges-and-schools/colabs/english/message-from-chair.php
http://www.tsu.edu/academics/colleges-and-schools/colabs/english/about-faculty.php
http://www.tsu.edu/academics/colleges-and-schools/colabs/english/visiting-professor.php
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English 230 is designed for Majors 

I n their second year, all undergraduates have an 

opportunity to enroll in their 200-level English 
courses.  Students have the option of registering for 
American, British, World, and African American 
literature courses; however, the department offers 
sections of English 230 – World Literature that are 
expressly designed to cater to the needs of our 
English majors.    To obtain general information 
about course requirements and course offerings, 
please refer to the TSU Course Catalog.   All students 
should be encouraged to talk with their advisors 
about this special English 230 option, or contact Dr. 
Martin Beller at bellerm@tsu.edu. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Writing Lab is for you, too! 

The English Department’s Tiger Writing 

Lab will offer writing support in all subject 

areas and at any stage of the writing 

process. Our goal is to assist students in 

taking ownership of their writing by 

providing guidance in basic composition of 

the essay. Each student who regularly 

attends the writing lab should become a 

more confident and informed writer. 

Last spring, Prof. Ware gathered 

student and faculty feedback and 

completely revamped the computer lab 

to be more user friendly. She 

coordinated writing workshop and 

offered tutorial assistance.  Over the 

summer, a new website and logo were 

created for the Minnie Metters Tiger  

 

 

 

 

Writing Lab (TWL), and while you were 

away, the lab has become fully 

operational to service your writing, 

tutorial, and printing needs. 

Among the many features we have 

installed are newly-created writing videos 

on diverse topics from composing a thesis 

to creating a resume.  All of the videos 

will be accessible on the TWL website and 

on the university Blackboard platform. 

We plan to offer more workshops and to 

expand the lab hours to accommodate the 

needs of all TSU students.  

Direct your questions, comments, and 

suggestions to tigerowl@tsu.edu. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

START THE YEAR ON THE RIGHT FOOT 

The TSU Writing Lab is located in MLK 
252.  Hours of operation are 9am – 5pm 

Monday through Friday.  For online 
information, visit The Tiger Lab Writing 

website, or contact Prof. Tiffany Ware at 
waretl@tsu.edu. 

Attention, Majors! 

http://em.tsu.edu/catalog/08catalog/210_eng.pdf
mailto:tigerowl@tsu.edu
http://www.tsu.edu/owl/
http://www.tsu.edu/owl/
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Texas Southern University has undergone 
several name changes since its inception in 
1927.  Established as the Houston Colored 
Junior College, our school became 
Houston College for Negroes in 1934, and 
in 1947, it was renamed Texas State 
University for Negroes.   Decades after its 
final renaming in 1951, Texas Southern 
University has become more ethnically 
diverse.   Nevertheless, the university is 
still recognized as one of the 107 
Historically Black Colleges and Universities 
(HBCU’s) in America.  As such, despite our 
shifting demographics, students should 
remain aware of certain traditions and 
concerns that are part of the larger HBCU 
experience.    

The HBCU Bible has been created to help 
students navigate HBCU life, addressing 
myriad topics, ranging from housing to 
avoiding gaining the dreaded “freshman 
fifteen”.   According to the website, the 
“HBCU Buzz leadership and staff consists 
of . . . recent HBCU graduates from diverse 
educational backgrounds within HBCU 
community.” Take time to peruse the site, 
and discuss the hot topics with your peers. 
See what all the buzz is about. 

The QEP is a required component of Texas Southern University’s 
accreditation by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools’ 
Commission on Colleges (familiarly known as 
SACS).  (See http://www.sacscoc.org/ for more information.) Without a 
meaningful, carefully designed QEP, our reaccreditation would be in 
jeopardy. 

According to SACS guidelines, the QEP “describes a course of action for 
enhancing educational quality.  Core Requirement 2.12 requires that an 
institution develop an acceptable Quality Enhancement Plan that focuses on 
learning outcomes and/or the environment supporting student learning.”   
 
The QEP is a significant part of the institutional culture of ongoing planning 
and evaluation.  All courses and programs of the College of Liberal Arts and 
Behavioral Sciences aim to equip students with the scope, knowledge and 
methods of the humanities, arts, and social and behavioral sciences. 
Consisting of nine departments and providing the majority of core 
curriculum courses, it is the most academically diverse instructional unit at 
Texas Southern University.   Managing the quality of students learning is a 
vital component the university’s mission of “Excellence in Achievement”.  

The English department is so proud of the growth our students are 
experiencing, and faculty encourage students to take an equally active role 
in becoming informed about evaluative processes that determine the quality 
of instruction and learning.  Additionally, this fall, all English majors and 
minors should take the time to visit the new and improved QEP website and 
an updated QEP-powered TSU OWL).  Among the useful information 
students will find there are a variety of study materials, including tips for 
conducting research and for successfully engaging in the writing process. 
Research librarian Emily Tuck and English professor Arbolina Jennings will 
continue collaborating to build this helpful online service.   

For more information about QEP or the TSU OWL, please contact Professor 
Jennings at Jennings_AL@tsu.edu or Emily Tuck at tucken@TSU.EDU. 

TSU 

http://www.sacscoc.org/
http://www.tsu.edu/owl/
mailto:Jennings_AL@tsu.edu
mailto:tucken@TSU.EDU
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Remember to 
exercise! 

 

In 2013, Purdue University published 
research, indicating that students who 
“visit their campus gyms are more likely to 
succeed in the classroom.”  In fact, those 
students who “worked out . . . at least once 
a week were more likely to earn higher 
grade point average” than their peers who 
did not work out as frequently.  

Just one year ago, North Carolina State 
University more closely examined the 
science of exercise, establishing a clearer 
correlation between regular exercise and 
students’ grades. The study measured 
recreational activities for 20,000 students. 
Below are two significant discoveries: 

 “For every extra hour that students 
exercised, their odds of graduating (or 
returning the following year) increased by 
50 percent.” Activities included intramural 
sports, time at the rec center, or taking 
group exercise classes. 

  For each hour of physical activity a week, 
students’ GPA’s increased .06 on the 4.0 
scale. 

Texas Southern University administrators 
have planned and developed a state-of-
the-art recreational facility, located on the 
campus. On any given day, students have 
the opportunity to interact with their 
peers, with their professors, and even with 
alumni and community members.  
Perhaps best of all, the “membership” fees 
are already included in students’ tuition.   

Other colleges have taken their cue from 
this research and have started requiring 
students to move more often. 
(Osborn)  Some universities are even 

incorporating FitBits to track students’ 
physical activity; others are taking a less-
imposing approach by recommending 
that faculty impress upon students the 
importance of wellness as part of 
advisement and counseling process. 

Journalist Eliana Osborn references 
The Harvard Health Letter in her report 
that “aerobic activity, unlike strength 
training, can help the hippocampus 

part of the brain grow. That area handles 
learning as well as verbal memory—skills 
crucial to college success.” She goes on 
to cite “the indirect benefits of 
exercising or doing recreation activities: 
sleeping better, decreasing stress, 
releasing feel-good endorphins, among 
others.” Certainly, each of these factors 
improves students’ performance.  

Your course loads can be strenuous, and 
while you are giving your brains a good 
workout, remember to take good care of 
the rest of you! 

For more information about this article, 
visit "New Study Links Exercise to College 
Success, From Better Grades to 
Graduation Rates".  Additionally, to learn 
more about the TSU Recreation Center, 
join TSU Recreation and Wellness Center 
on Facebook.  

FAST FACTS 
 

  
  

 150 
       The number of acres that comprise TSU’s campus 

  

 80 
       The number of school-sanctioned student         

organizations 
 

  
  

 7am–10pm 
 Hours of operation for the TSU Recreation                     
Center 

 

 

Benefits of 
Earning a B.A. 

in English 
 

According to The Odyssey 
Online, although some students 
who earn a B.A. in English are 
susceptible to “certain stigma” 
about their lack of employability 
and “stereotypes” about their 
being “grammar Nazis”, English 
majors enjoy significant 
benefits.  Chief among these 
advantages is the fact that 
English majors can enter a 
number of professional careers.  
In addition to becoming highly-
qualified educators, English 
majors often work as journalists, 
marketing specialist, politicians, 
lawyers, magazine editors, 
fashion designers, and – yes – 
even engineers and doctors.   

This semester, your advisors will 
have a host of ideas for 
internship opportunities and 
engaging community-service 
experiences that will guide you in 
jumpstarting the process to 
finding your dream career.   

https://www.goodcall.com/news/new-study-links-exercise-college-success-better-grades-graduation-rates-06918
https://www.goodcall.com/news/new-study-links-exercise-college-success-better-grades-graduation-rates-06918
https://www.goodcall.com/news/new-study-links-exercise-college-success-better-grades-graduation-rates-06918
https://www.facebook.com/pg/tsurec/photos/?ref=page_internal
https://www.theodysseyonline.com/benefits-english-major
https://www.theodysseyonline.com/benefits-english-major
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Do you have any suggestions? 
If you would like to suggest an activity or event that would 
improve the quality of your academic or social experience, please 
send an email to bensonma@tsu.edu.  Remember to visit your 
advisor to discuss any issues you have regarding your course 
loads.  We are here to assist you and to help you achieve your 
goals. 

Review the list of important numbers and links: 

College of Liberal Arts and Sciences link:  
http://www.tsu.edu/academics/colleges-and-schools/colabs/english/undergraduate.php  

Map of the university:  
http://www.tsu.edu/about/campus/pdf/tsu-campus-map.pdf  
 
DEAN OF STUDENTS 
(713) 313 - 1038 
 
OFFICE OF JUDICIAL AFFAIRS 
(713) 313 - 7956 OR (713) 313 - 6816 
 
TSU POLICE DEPARTMENT 
(713) 313 - 7000 
 
CRISIS CENTER HOTLINE 
(713) HOTLINE 

STUDENT HEALTH CENTER 
(713) 313 - 7173 
 
UNIVERSITY COUNSELING CENTER 
(713) 313 - 7804 
 
OFFICE OF DISABILITY SERVICES 
(713) 313 - 7691 OR (713) 313 - 4210 

 

mailto:bensonma@tsu.edu
http://www.tsu.edu/academics/colleges-and-schools/colabs/english/undergraduate.php
http://www.tsu.edu/about/campus/pdf/tsu-campus-map.pdf

