
 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Doctor of Pharmacy Program 

 

GPA Related Questions: 

What is the minimum required GPA to be eligible to submit an application? 

2.75 (Regular decision); 3.30 (Early decision) 

What is the competitive GPA recommended to receive a possible interview? 

At least a 3.0 or higher 

How do you calculate the GPA? 

We only calculate the GPA from courses on our Pre-Pharmacy curriculum list. We do not 

factor in grades from other courses not on our list. We calculate two separate GPAs: 

math/science prerequisites and non-science (overall) prerequisites. Both GPAs must be 

2.75 or higher to be eligible to apply for Regular Decision and 3.30 for Early Decision.  

What’s the lowest acceptable grade I can receive in any of my prerequisites? 

All courses must be completed with a C or better (C- grades are considered failing 

grades.) 

Which semester is the last one that will be counted toward the GPA for the application? 

The fall semester during the application cycle will be the last semester counted for the 

application GPA before the cycle closes. (Example: for Fall 2019 applicants, the last 

GPA will be computed from Fall 2018 courses.) 

Repeat Policy Questions:  

Do you average in repeated courses into the Pre-Pharmacy GPA? 

No, repeated courses and non-passed courses with less than a C are not averaged in (they 

are simply considered incomplete.) 



When a student repeats a course, do you take the higher grade? 

No, TSU has a last grade stands policy, so only the last grade will be factored (even if the 

first grade was higher.)  

If I passed a course the first time but want to retake it for a higher grade, will I be penalized? 

No, we do not penalize applicants for retaking courses they already passed. However, if 

the repeated grade is lower, that’s the grade that will count in the GPA. 

What other penalties do you have related to repeats? 

Applicants will receive point deductions on the overall admissions score for each non-

passed attempt on any of our prerequisites (grades less than a C, Incompletes, or W’s are 

all considered “attempts” by the Admissions Committee.)  

Timeline of Prerequisite Completion for the Application: 

Can I submit an application to the program if I’m in progress with my last prerequisites? 

Yes, applicants can apply while they’re in progress. However, they will need to submit 

updated transcripts to PharmCAS or the university (if requested by the pharmacy 

admissions coordinator) at the conclusion of the semester to verify that all courses were 

successfully complete.  

Can I take any missing prerequisites in the summer right before the program starts? 

No, we no longer allow any missing prerequisites to be completed in the summer before 

the program starts (however, only exceptionally competitive applicants may request 

consideration for taking up to 6 hours of non-science prerequisites in the first summer 

term. This must be approved in advance with the Coordinator of Pharmacy Admissions.) 

Therefore, all prerequisites must be completed no later than the end of the spring 

semester before the program starts (Example: Fall 2019 entering class applicants must 

complete all prerequisites by the end of Spring 2019.)  

Transfer-related Questions: 

Do you have a cap on the number of hours that can be taken at a community college? 

No.  

Do you weigh prerequisites taken at community colleges any less or differently than ones 

taken at a university? 

No, we weigh all courses the same.  



What is the maximum number of credit hours I can take in a semester that will transfer? 

In the fall and spring semesters, TSU only accepts a maximum of 21 hours for transfer 

per semester (regardless of how many colleges the student is concurrently attending, even 

if also taking courses at TSU). For summer, the maximum for both terms together is 14 

hours. Any credit hours in excess of those limits will not be accepted for transfer. 

Do you have a preference as to whether or not a science prerequisite is taken in the summers? 

While we do not recommend any science or math prerequisites being taken in the 

summers, we do not penalize applicants for taking science or math courses in summer 

terms if they wish. 

Do you have a preference for the course format of the prerequisites (online or in-person)? 

Students may take online or hybrid courses for their prerequisites if they wish. There is 

no format preference.  

Does the pharmacy program accept graduate school coursework to substitute or waive any 

undergraduate Pre-Pharmacy courses? 

No, graduate coursework cannot be used to meet or waive undergraduate requirements.  

If I completed a degree in pharmacy in another country, can those courses be counted toward 

the professional pharmacy courses or waive Pre-Pharmacy requirements? 

No, all professional pharmacy courses must be completed within the program if accepted. 

Having a degree in pharmacy from another country does not waive any Pre-Pharmacy 

requirements. 

If I completed a degree in the United States, can any courses be waived? 

The only course that can be waived for having a bachelor’s degree will be POLS 236 

Texas Government only if the degree has already been conferred on the official 

transcript submitted at the time of application (the degree cannot still be in progress at the 

time of application.) Otherwise, out of state students without degrees will need to take the 

course online through a community college in Texas (usually offered as GOVT 2306.)  

Does having a bachelor’s degree help my chances of acceptance into your program? 

No. We only prioritize our own Pre-Pharmacy curriculum courses when evaluating 

applicants.  

PCAT-related Questions: 

What is the minimum PCAT Composite score needed for eligibility to apply? 



 20 (Regular decision); 40 (Early decision) 

What is the recommended competitive PCAT score? 

We recommend a 35 or higher PCAT Composite to be competitive for a potential  

interview (in combination with a competitive prerequisite GPA). 

Do you take the last PCAT score or the highest? 

We consider the highest PCAT score taken within the required timeframe specified in our 

admissions criteria. We also do not average PCAT multiple scores. 

Do you penalize an applicant for taking the PCAT more than once? 

 No. 

Do you recommend applicants take the PCAT the first time to “practice”? 

Applicants should not use their first attempt at PCAT as “practice” because statistically, 

applicants won’t necessarily score higher based upon how the PCAT is scored. The 

number of attempts to take PCAT is limited and applicants should take every attempt 

seriously. Applicants should only repeat the PCAT if they do not have a competitive 

score. 

How far in advance should I begin preparing for PCAT? 

We STRONGLY ADVISE students to begin their PCAT preparation at least 6-9 months 

in advance of their chosen exam date.  

Is there one PCAT preparation method that you recommend? 

Students should use multiple methods in preparing for PCAT, not just one. Preparation 

should include online practice exams, preparation manuals, and old textbooks for 

foundations such as Biology, Chemistry, and Math. Students should also pay special 

attention to their preparation for the Reading portion of the PCAT as many students often 

score low or do not finish this section. 

Interview-related Questions: 

How long is the interview? 

Our interviews are typically 20 minutes in duration with approximately 5-6 main 

questions asked by our committee members.  

How should I prepare for my interview? 



We encourage students to know why they are pursuing a career in pharmacy. They 

should keep notes or a journal about any of their experiences working or volunteering in 

a pharmacy setting and review those notes prior to the interview so that the information 

can be fresh on their minds. 

Do you ask the same questions of all applicants? 

While there are some basic questions we may ask all applicants, the interviewing 

committee members can choose from a large list of questions depending on answers that 

an applicant has been providing during the interview. Therefore, applicants are cautioned 

against asking other interviewed applicants about questions to expect as they may not be 

the same.  

Other Questions: 

Do you have a limit on the number of Out-of-State students you can accept? 

No.  

Do you have to be a certified Pharmacy Technician to apply? 

No, but it is strongly recommended as many pharmacies will not allow you to volunteer 

or shadow without being certified. 

Do Pharmacy Technicians get extra consideration when they apply? 

No. 

Do you have to work in a pharmacy before applying? 

No, but students must volunteer in a pharmacy setting before applying. (Recommend at 

least 40 hours total). The experience will help students be better prepared to answer 

pharmacy-related questions in the interviews.  

 

For any additional questions not addressed here, please email 

COPHSADMISSIONS@TSU.EDU.  
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