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5ŜŀƴΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ 
Returning to the Thomas F. Freeman Honors College as Dean in Fall 

2017, has been a joy in so many ways. The scholars of the 2018 Gradu-

ating Class were sophomores when I left in July 2015. I remember all of 

them as if it were yesterday. The May 2018 graduates have continued 

their academic development as well as their service learning experienc-

es. One of them, Efe Eboreime, has been named class Valedictorian. As 

a Freshman, Efe showed me his grades, all Aôs, a 4.0. I told him that one 

day he would be the valedictorian. We both enjoyed that lighthearted 

moment. Four years later, Efe is the Spring 2018 Valedictorian!  

As the College moves forward, several initiatives are now in place: the 

honors courses have been reinstated; seniors will present a research thesis before graduating; 

and the Frederick Douglass Lecture series, introduced in 2012, will have a global focus, one 

with social justice and advocacy as the backdrop. Together, with the help of the honors facul-

ty and staff, studentsô learning experiences will promote critical thinking skills and provide 

strong research opportunities. The College will prepare its community of scholars to become 

accomplished independent thinkers, researchers, contributing members of their communities, 

career professionals, and global leaders. 

Please enjoy the spring 2018 edition of Freeman Honors. 

Dr. Dianne Jemison Pollard 
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Spring 2018 Valedictorian is Honors Scholar 
Omoikhefe (Efe) Eboreime 

The Valedictorian at the Spring 2018 Commencement at 

Texas Southern University on May 12, 2018 is a Thomas F. 

Freeman Honors College scholar. Omoikhefe (Efe) Eboreime 

(pictured left with Dean Jemison Pollard), graduated Summa 

Cum Laude with a B.S. in Computer Science and a 3.95 

GPA. While a scholar in the Honors College, Efe participat-

ed in the Honors Model United Nations team and represented 

TSU and the Honors College nationally (in Greensboro, 

North Carolina) and internationally (in Kobe, Japan). Upon 

graduation, Efe will join ExxonMobil in Houston as a Soft-

ware Developer. The Honors College wishes him well.  

The list of Honors College scholars who graduated in the 

spring of 2018 is on Page 5 of this newsletter. 
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Spring 2018 Retreat 

The Honors College welcomed the 

Honors Scholars back to campus with 

a Spring Retreat held in the CS Lane 

building on Saturday January 20, 

2018. Mr. Shandon Neal  kicked off 

the retreat with an interactive ice 

breaker that promoted team building.  

After the ice-breaker, the scholars 

were divided into three groups by 

classification. The breakout sessions 

were facilitated by Dean Jemison Pollard (freshmen), Ms. Renuka Nair (new-continuing) and Mr. Neal 

(upper-classmen). During 

the breakout sessions 

scholars discussed their 

short term and long term 

goals, and were asked to 

reflect on the role of the 

Honors College in help-

ing them attain their 

goals. Afterwards, the 

scholars were able to 

listen to presentations by guest speakers Mr. Michael Koch (College Success, HISD) and Dr. Gregory 

Maddox (Dean of the Graduate 

School and Director of Interna-

tional Programs, TSU).  

Mr. Koch discussed the Scholars-

in-Training program, initiated by 

Dean Jemison Pollard, which is a 

partnership project between the 

Honors College and HISD, de-

signed to mentor high achieving 

students who need to take/retake 

the SAT or ACT exams.  

Dr. Maddox discussed TSUôs international program opportunities (China, Spain, Tanzania, Ghana, 

France, etc.) and answered the scholarsô questions. Additionally, the Spring 2018 Calendar of Honors 

Events was distributed.   
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