
A Partnership between HISD and the  

Thomas F. Freeman Honors College 

SCHOLARS-IN-TRAINING PROGRAM 

  Dean Jemison Pollard has often thought that if one of the obstacles to a college education and better yet, 
an honors college education, was the successful completion of the SAT or ACT in our inner city schools, 
then something should be done to eliminate this obstacle. Thus, she has forged a partnership with the 
Houston Independent School District (HISD), through Mr. Michael Koch, Senior Manager forcholars 
College Success.   

Together they have identified students who have high grade point averages but low first attempt ACT/
SAT scores. The high schools that have been targeted by Dean Jemison Pollard and Mr. Koch are: 
Wheatley, Kashmere, Worthing, Booker T. Washington, and Jones Futures Academy.  

Up to twenty Honors College scholars will be divided into smaller groups and will go to one of the target-
ed schools between 2:30 and 4:30 p.m. one to two days per week for one month, leading up to the test date
(s). The Honors scholars will help the high school students using the Khan Academy program that has 
been approved by HISD to help build test scores. The next test date is March 10. 

It has been learned that schools that are not performing up to state standards are faltering in three criti-
cal areas: high dropout rate, failure of a sizable number of students who pass STARZ test (state mandated 
test); and, few students identified as college ready.  

The Scholars-in-Training Program is designed to help the college readiness numbers, while demonstrating 
to the state that these great schools deserve to continue educating students.  Ms. Lanetta Dickens, Texas 
Southern University graduate student, who is earning her M.Ed. in the area of Curriculum and Instruc-
tion with a concentration in reading education, will facilitate the program. Miss Dickens is a graduate re-
search assistant in the Thomas F. Freeman Honors College. 

Left to right: Mr. Michael Koch, Ms. Lanetta Dickens, and Dr. Dianne Jemison Pollard  


